
Guidelines Update to Laparoscopy in the Era of COVID-19 PRISMA 

Appendix B: PRISMA Flow Diagrams

KQ1 

See Literature Searches Summary document for search details. 

Records identified through database searching 

ClinicalTrials.gov/NLM (n = 38) 

Cochrane Library/Cochrane (n = 24)  

Embase/Elsevier (n = 726) 

ICTRP/WHO (n = 7) 

PubMed/NLM (n = 643)  

 (n = 1,438) including KQ1 (n = 825) 
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Additional records identified through 

handsearching trials and citation searching 

ClinicalTrials.gov/NLM (n = 14) 

PubMed (hand identified) (n = 34) 

Google Scholar/Google (n = 2) 

Citation searching (n = 4) 

(n = 54) including KQ1 (n= 18) 

Unique records 

(n = 903) including KQ1 (n = 504) 

KQ1 records screened 

(n = 504) 

Records excluded 

(n = 416) 

Full-text articles excluded 

(n =74) 

51 Wrong patient population 

7 Wrong outcomes 

6 Small N 

4 Wrong study design 

3 SR, citations searched 

1 Not in English 

1 Unavailable 

1 Wrong comparator 

Studies included in appraisal/ 

guideline/recommendations 

(n = 14) 

Records not identified as KQ1 

(n = 399) 

Full-text articles assessed for eligibility 

(n = 88) 

Records removed  

Duplicates identified during handsearching (n = 2) 

Duplicates identified by Endnotes (n = 391) 

Duplicates identified manually in Endnotes (n = 131) 

Duplicates identified by Covidence (n = 12)  

Duplicates identified manually in Covidence (n = 3) 

Trials (n = 50) 

(n = 589) including KQ1 (n = 339) 



 

PRISMA Flow Diagram 

KQ2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Literature Searches Summary document for search details. 

Records identified through database searching  

ClinicalTrials.gov/NLM (n = 38) 

Cochrane Library/Cochrane (n = 24)  

Embase/Elsevier (n = 726) 

ICTRP/WHO (n = 7) 

PubMed/NLM (n = 643)  
 

 (n = 1,438) including KQ2 (n = 613) 
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Additional records identified through 

handsearching trials and citation searching 

ClinicalTrials.gov/NLM (n = 14) 

PubMed (hand identified) (n = 34) 

Google Scholar/Google (n = 2) 

Citation searching (n = 4) 
 

(n = 54) including KQ2 (n= 12) 

Unique records 

(n = 903) including KQ2 (n = 414) 

KQ2 records screened 

(n = 414) 

Records excluded 

(n = 360) 

Full-text articles excluded 

(n =46) 
 

31 Wrong patient population 

7 Wrong study design 

5 Citations searched 

2 Wrong outcomes 

1 Not in English 

Studies included in appraisal/ 

guideline/recommendations 

(n = 8) 

 

Records not identified as KQ2  

(n = 489) 

Full-text articles assessed for eligibility 

(n = 54) 

 

Records removed  

Duplicates identified during handsearching (n = 2) 

Duplicates identified by Endnotes (n = 391) 

Duplicates identified manually in Endnotes (n = 131) 

Duplicates identified by Covidence (n = 12)  

Duplicates identified manually in Covidence (n = 3) 

Trials (n = 50) 
 

(n = 589) including KQ2 (n = 211) 
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